&5 Birding by Kayak; 20 May 2024
\Z  submitted by Jim Gant

Trip Coordinator(s): Susie Hodnett

Location: High Point City Lake
Temperature: Low 60’s to 70’s
Weather: Sunny and clear

Target Bird(s), if any: Great Blue Heron Rookery and Anhinga

Number of participants: 8

Bird List: Mallard, Chimney Swift, Anhinga, Double-crested Cormorant, Green Heron, Great
Egret, Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk,
Pileated Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Kingbird, American Crow, Tufted Titmouse,
Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Brown-headed Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, Chipping Sparrow,
Common Grackle, Pine Warbler, Northern Cardinal, Canada Goose; Total species 25.

Comments: (such as, notable birds seen, interesting bird or animal behavior, condition of
the birding site, participant comments):

We had an excited group of 8, ready to paddle out to see the rookery. Initially, the water and
winds were calm. But some light winds picked up as the day went on. As we paddled out, we
saw and heard birds including some Great Blue Herons, no doubt fishing to feed the hungry
chicks. We arrived at the rookery, and we were entertained by all the activity across all the
nests. We did see 1 Anhinga in the nest area. The chicks are getting very big. After observing
the rookery for a while, we paddled to an area opposite where the rookery is and saw a Mother
Mallard with her little ones. On the way back we saw yet a few more Great Blue Herons, some
Green Herons, and some King Birds. Everyone made it back, from and enjoyable morning on
the lake.

We were out on the lake a little over 3 hours and we paddled a little under 4 and 2 miles.
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Adult Great Blue Hrons standing guard at the rookry



2 Great Blu Heron nests at the rookery ' Adult Great Blue Hern at nest (L) as another Great Blue
Heron Departs another nest to get more food

Kayakers enjoying the paddle & views

Kayakers on paddle




