&> Bynum Bridge and Lower Haw SNA — Hwy 64; 2 April 2024
\Z  submitted by Jim Gant

Trip Coordinator(s): Jim Gant

Location: Old Bynum Bridge and Meadow area, additionally although a separate location I'm
including a stop at the Lower Haw SNA, Highway 64

Temperature: mid 70’s to low 80’s
Weather: Partly Cloudy

Target Bird(s), if any: Migrants

Number of participants: 4

Bird List: Old Bynum Bridge & meadow area: Canada Goose, Double-crested Cormorant;
Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered hawk, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, White-eyed Vireo,
Blue Jay, American Crow, Fish Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Brown Headed Nuthatch, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Carolina Wren, Brown Thrasher,
Eastern Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing, American Goldfinch, White-throated Sparrow, Song
Sparrow, Eastern Towhee, Northern Parula, Pine Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Yellow-
throated Warbler, Northern Cardinal; for a total of 33 species.

Lower Haw SNA, Highway 64: Tufted Titmouse, Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Carolina Wren, Hermit Thrush, House Finch, American Goldfinch, Louisiana
Waterthrush, Northern Parula, Yellow-throated Warbler, Northern Cardinal, and Eastern Phoebe;
for a total of 13 species.

Comments: (such as, notable birds seen, interesting bird or animal behavior, condition of
the birding site, participant comments):

This Bird Walk was one of our weekday Bird Walks that had to be rescheduled due to rain on the
original date. The weather was excellent. The birds were very active and vocal. We noted just
as were starting onto the bridge that there were several White-eyed Vireos being very vocal. We
did have eyes on at least 3. As we progressed along the bridge we continued to hear and see
several species. As we approached the area before the main river channel, we heard a Yellow-
throated Warbler. We had eyes on it for identification, briefly. However, it flew off before we
could attempt a photo. As usual the Ospreys we active going up and down the river. We also
saw a Bald Eagle heading back upriver. We went down to the meadow area. As we arrived
down at one of the river access points we heard Northern Parulas. They were a short distance
away at another river access point. We were able to get eyes on identification of at least 2. But
we clearly heard at least 4. After the meadow we returned to the bridge area. While we were
there, we met a couple who had just come from the Lower Haw SNA, Hwy. 64. They said the
heard and saw some birds there including some swallows and they heard a Louisiana



Waterthrush. So, as we wrapped up our Bird Walk there at Old Bynum Bridge, some of our
group decided to go over to the Lower Haw SNA, Hwy 64 area.

A short time later we arrived at the Lower Haw SNA, Hwy 64 area. Although we could hear
some birds around the trail head area, the noise from the traffic crossing the bridges made it
challenging for identification. So, we walked down the trail going under the overpass bridges.
We could see the remains of the nests from last year. But there was no activity there. Once we
came out from under the overpass bridges, we did see at least at least 14 Tree Swallows circling
overhead. We also saw at least 4 Barn Swallows in the circling group as well. A little further
down the trail we saw a Hermit Thrush. And shortly after that we clearly heard the Louisiana
Waterthrush calling several times. Despite the traffic crossing the overpass bridges nearby we
were able to get a recording. We did not stay long at this location very long. As we were
preparing to leave, we clearly hear a Yellow-throated Warbler on the other side of the river.

As an aside note ne of our sharp eyed birders saw an Anole on a tree by the trail He puton a
show showing his dewlap.

All is all an excellent birding day.



Old Bynum Bridge and Lower Haw River SNA, Highway 64 Photos
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Carolina (Green) Anole Carolina (Green) Anole dispiaying his Dewlap



