> Selma Trogdon Ward Nature Preserve on Bachelor Creek,
2~ 3 February 2024
submitted by Jim Gant

Trip Coordinator(s): Jim Gant

Location: Selma Trogdon Ward Nature Preserve on Bachelor Creek; 6526 Old NC
Highway 13, Asheboro, NC

Temperature: 30’s thru 40°s
Weather: Clear

Target Bird(s). if anv:

Number of participants: 14

Bird List: Turkey Vulture, Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Belted Kingfisher,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Pileated
Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, American Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, Golden-crowned Kinglet, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Carolina
Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, American Robin, American Goldfinch, Yellow-rumped
Warbled; total of 22 species

Comments: (such as, notable birds seen, interesting bird or animal behavior, condition of
the birding site, participant comments):

This was one of the 5 Bird Walks that are sponsored by the North Carolina Zoo. Grace Sigmon
was our guide. The Zoo purchases land such as the Ward preserve to protect natural habitat,
provide connectivity between natural areas for wildlife, and offer spaces for public recreation.
We started off our walk with an information brief about the area and how the NC Zoo acquired
the land from the Ward family. There are only a few remains from the old homestead, just the
foundation stones of the chimney. The trail is about 2 miles long and forms a loop back to the
trailhead. The trail is hardpack and in areas has quartz rock in the trail. The trail crosses
Bachelor Creek at 3 spots, 2 have walkways over the creek, the 3™ has steppingstones. All were
crossed successfully. Our group also included 4 Graduate students from UNCG. Amanda, one
of the students, is a member of PBC and she brought 3 of her friends with her. Amanda says that
she is recruiting them to be PBC members. The weather was great for the bird walk. The
highlight birds were 3 Brown Creepers and 3 Golden-crowned Kinglets, a well as a Ruby-
crowned Kinglet. All in all an excellent event.
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