Trip Report OBX Trip with TG Pearson Audubon
13-15 January 2024

On Saturday evening thru Monday (13-15 January) a group of us (Lori Combs, Karen
Garraputa, Anne Presnell and Jim & Laura Lee Gant) from PBC joined the TG Pearson
Audubon Society group for a quick trip out to the Outer Banks. This was the first time
Jim & Laura Lee had visited had the Outer Banks. It must have been a good weekend
to be there as we also saw a few other Folks from the PBC and some other local
(Guilford County) Birders as well. The TG Pearson Audubon Society group did not
meet until Sunday afternoon, so we all had the opportunity to do some birding on our
own. Lori and Karen did some birding at the Bodie Island Marsh Blind, Slat Flat Wildlife
Trail, and the North Pond Trail at Pea Island NWR. Anne did some birding at Nags
Head Woods. Jim & Laura Lee had a surprise meeting with Julien McCarthy who was
up at his house at Stumpy Point, so we linked up and he took us out to Alligator River
NWR. Besides the birds we saw, our other great highlight was, we being able to see a
rare Red Wolf. That was fantastic. After some individual birding, all of us linked up with
the TG Pearson Audubon group Sunday afternoon and again Monday morning. Our
travels included Alligator River NWR, Jennette”s Pier, Bodie Island Lighthouse and
Pond, Pea Island and area down at Oregon Inlet in he vicinity of the Old Coast Guard
Station and a bit north of there. We concluded with the TG Pearson Audubon Society
folks at about 12:45pm on Monday. For those of us who were able to get to Alligator
River NWR, we were able to see the rare birds; Black-headed Gull and the Ash-throated
Flycatcher. Allin all | believe everyone had a great time. Heather Russel from the TG
Pearson Audubon Society did a great job organizing and executing this trip. We also
thank Julien for his time and expertise in guiding us to see the birds.

Our species list included: Tundra Swans, Northern Pintails, Semipalmated Plover, Long-
billed Dowitchers, Lesser Yellowlegs, Greater Yellowlegs, Willet, Black-headed Gull,
Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vulture, Northern Harrier, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk,
Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Phoebe, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Brown-headed Nuthatch,
Carolina Wren, Gray Catbird, Swamp Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, Common Eider,
Rock Pigeon, Sanderling, Bonaparte’s Gull, Herring Gull, Forster’s Tern, Red-throated
Loon, Common Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, Boat-tailed Grackle, Snow Geese,
Gadwall, American Wigeon, American Black Duck, Green-winged Teal, Bufflehead,
American Avocet, Dunlin, Ring-billed Gull, White Ibis, Ruddy Duck, Pied-billed Grebe,
Killdeer, Reddy Turnstone, Brown Pelican, Song Sparrow, Yellow-rumped Warbler,
Northern Gannet, Redhead, Great Egret, American Coot, American White Pelicans,
Black-crowned Night Heron, Ross's Goose, American Kestrel, Greater & Lesser Scaup,
Northern Shoveler, Great Black-Backed Gull, Snowy Egret, Hooded Merganser, Tri-
Colored Heron, Dovekie, Tree Swallow, American Robin, Savannah Sparrow, Ring-
Billed Gull, Northern Mockingbird, and Black Vulture; for a total of 69 species.



Jim & Laura Lee’s Lifer Birds were: Black-headed Gull, Ash-throated Flycatcher,
Common Eider, Red-throated Loon, American Wigeon, American Black Duck, Green-
winged Teal, Redhead, Great Black-backed Gull, and Northern Gannet

Lori’s Lifer Birds were: Black-headed Gull, Green-winged Teal, Ash-throated
Flycatcher, Common Eider, Red-throated Loon, Dovekie, Ross’ Goose (pointed out by
another Birder, Sandy Cash), Redhead, Greater Scaup, American Black Duck, and
Northern Gannet

Karen’s Lifer Birds were: Snow Goose, Redhead, American Avocet, Dunlin,
Bonaparte's Gull, Northern Gannett, Common Eider, Dovekie, Foster's Tern, Red-
throated Loon, Ash-throated Flycatcher, and Black-headed Gull

Anne’s Lifer Birds were: Although Anne did not have any Lifer Birds this trip, she did an
outstanding job educating us on what we were looking at and the identifiers
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Semipalmated Plover Northern Gannet Pied-billed Gré-be;
By Lori Combs



— 2 Ruddy Ducks & a Redhead, Americar.1 Wigeons,
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Bonaparte’s Gull & Greater Yellowlegs, Bald Eagle,
By Lori Combs By Lori Combs
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Brown Pelicans, by Lori Combs
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American Black Duck, by Lori Combs Great Egrets, y Lori Combs ‘ Song sz;rrow, By Lori Corﬁbs
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