
Trip Report for Huntington Beach State Park, SC Trip 
 
 

Trip Coordinator(s): Anne Presnell 
 
Date: 13-16 April 2023 
 
Location:  Several locations around Murrells Inlet and Georgetown, SC, including 
Huntington Beach State Park, Tom Yawkey Wildlife Center, Brookgreen Gardens, and 
additional local areas 
 
Temperature: 50’s – 80’s 
 
Weather:  Mostly sunny, however we did have some periods of heavy overcast and light 
rain. 
 
Target Bird(s), if any:  Local and migrating birds 
 
Number of participants: Anne Presnell, Melanie Buckingham, Dennis & Lynn 
Burnette, Lori  & Scott Combs, Areatha Davidson, Dan & Patty Dery, Jim Eldrett, Jim 
Gant, Carol Jones, Maggie Linka, Roberta Newton, Ann Van Sant; total of 15. 
Special thanks to ebird tabulator Roberta Newton, photographers Melanie Buckingham, 
Lori Combs, Dan Dery, Jim Gant, and Ann Van Sant, and restaurant coordinator Jim 
Eldrett.   
 
Bird List:  Canada Goose, Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, Mottled Duck, Wild Turkey, 
Pied-bill Grebe, Rock Pigeon, Eurasian Collared Dove, Mourning Dove, Chuck-will's 
Widow, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, King Rail, Sora, Common Gallinule, American 
Coot, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, American Oystercatcher, Black-bellied 
Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Marbled Godwit, Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Long-billed 
Dowitcher, Greater Yellowlegs, Willet, Lesser Yellowlegs, Bonaparte's Gull, Laughing 
Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Forster's Tern, Royal Tern, Black Skimmer, 
Common Loon, Wood Stork, Anhinga, Double-crested Cormorant, Brown Pelican, Least 
Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricolored 
Heron, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Roseate Spoonbill, Black 
Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Northern Harrier, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered 
Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Great Horned Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Downey Woodpecker, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, Great-crested Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird, 
White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, 
Loggerhead Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Fish Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted 
Titmouse, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown-headed Nuthatch, 
Glue-gray Gnatcatcher, Marsh Wren, Carolina Wren, European Starling, Gray Catbird, 
Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, Eastern Bluebird, American Robin, Cedar 



Waxwing, House Finch, Chipping Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, 
Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Eastern Towhee, Orchard Oriole, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, Common Grackle, Boat-tailed Grackle, Northern 
Waterthrush, Black-and-white Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Northern Parula, Yellow Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Yellow-
throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Northern Cardinal, Painted Bunting; Total species 121 
 
 
Comments: (such as, notable birds seen, interesting bird or animal behavior, 
condition of the birding site, participant comments):  This was a great trip.  The 
highlight was the first time visit to the Tom Yawkey Wildlife Center.  The group drove to 
the parking area south of Grorgetown, SC, then was ferried over to the island and 
received a briefing on the Conservation Area, from the Education and Outreach 
Coordinator, Jim Lee.  He has served in this position since 2015.  Jim escorted the group 
to several locations to see the various birds that not only reside there but are migrating 
through.  Along the way we heard about the history and ecology of the Center. In several 
areas we were able to see several species of water birds feeding in the same water and 
mud flat areas.  Jim also made sure the group was safe as we passed several sizeable 
alligators along the way.  This is a beautiful pristine area and worthy of including in 
future trips.  The group also visited areas in the Huntington Beach State Park, Brookgreen 
Gardens, Hampton Plantation, and a few surrounding areas.  Because of the diversity of 
habitats, including beachfront, salt marsh, fresh and saltwater impoundments, and 
maritime forests, these sites allowed the group to see a wide variety of birds.  We look 
forward to returning to this area next year. 
	




