2025 Spring Bird Count Report

submitted by Elizabeth Link

The Spring Bird Count was held in Greensboro on April 26, 2025. The low temperature was 64 and the
high was 78. The morning weather was pleasant, partly cloudy to cloudy with light winds from the west-
southwest, but in the middle of the afternoon a thundershower rolled through that put a damper on birding
activity for a bit.

38 birders put in 96 party hours, 52 miles on foot and 265 miles by car.

The number of species counted was 121, which is about average for us. The number of individual birds
counted was 5,669, less than our average for the last 20 years of 7,356.

Looking through the list, it’s hard to pin down any overall trends that might have brought that number
lower. It’s possible that the afternoon rain interfered with the count, and that some birds hadn’t moved in
yet while others had moved out.

Cormorants had unusually low numbers — we had 16, while the average for the last 20 years is 135. This
was the lowest number of Cormorants we’ve had since 1992. Our 9 Meadowlarks were the lowest count
in the last 20 years - the number was usually in the upper teens or lower 20’s. We had no Gulls, and have
had no Gulls on the count for the last 3 years. For the 20 years before that, our average count for Ring-
billed Gull was 55.

We did not have a few warbler species that we usually have — Magnolia, Chestnut-sided, Palm, and
Canada. And Scarlet Tanagers made a poor showing — we had 9, with the average over the last 20 years
being 22.

On the other hand, we picked up some birds that we frequently miss, including 2 Wilson’s Snipe, 2 Least
Sandpiper, and 2 Greater Yellowlegs. We had 1 Northern Pintail, only the second time we’ve had it on
the count since 1957. A few Purple Finches and Juncos hung around, which we have only gotten 4 and 5
times, respectively, in the last 20 years.

We had 60 Great-crested Flycatcher, the most we’ve had since 1970, when we also had 60. Our average
for the last 20 years has been 33.

Our 12 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were slightly above our average of 10 for the last 20 years.

One bird whose history I found interesting was the Yellow-throated Warbler. The numbers recorded on
the count for this bird from 1957 into the late 1960’s were always in the double digits — teens and
twenties. In the late 1960's the numbers began to decline. (Did this have anything to do with the 1,500+
acre Lake Townsend, which opened in 1969, eating up some bottomland habitat?) In 1978 only one was
counted, and in the 26 years from 1979 to 2005 none were recorded on the count. In the next 20 years,
between 2005 and 2025, we did have it on the count 10 times. We had 1 in 2022, 3 in 2023, and 3 in
2024. Three different groups had the bird this year, for a total of 5 Yellow-throated Warblers. This marks
the 4™ consecutive year we’ve had it, and the highest count in almost 20 years.



Many thanks to our intrepid counters: Carolyn Allen, Alicia Bachman, Rick Bardolph, Chris Danforth,
Doug Deneve, Pam Deneve, Patty Dery, Tom Dierolf, Jim Eldrett, Scott Futrell, Tom Gaffney, Jim Gant,
Lynne Gray, Amy Hanson, Douglas Hodgson, Carol Jones, Christina Leslie, Elizabeth Link, Henry Link,
Clarence Mattocks, Roberta Newton, Lane Oldham, Sandy Post, Anne Presnell, Judy Roy, Lou Skrabec,
Ann Steighner, Linda Sumner, Paul Sumner, Emily Talbert, Ann VanSant, Dave Walters, Matt Wangarin,
Stella Wear, Tom Wear, George Wheaton, Melissa Whitmire, and Peggy Young.

The count data is below. It will be added to the spreadsheet of Spring Count data starting in 1957,
compiled by George Wheaton, and will be put up on the Piedmont Bird Club website, for those interested
in digging into bird number data.

Species Count

Common name Number Red-tailed Hawk 13
Canada Goose 399 Barred Owl

Wood Duck 13 Belted Kingfisher 5
Mallard 90 Red-headed Woodpecker

Pintail 1 Red-bellied Woodpecker 89
Wild Turkey 4 Downy Woodpecker 43
Rock Pigeon 18 Hairy Woodpecker 12
Mourning Dove 122 Northern Flicker 11
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2 Pileated Woodpecker

Chimney Swift 97 Eastern Wood-Pewee

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 12 Acadian Flycatcher

Killdeer 13 Eastern Phoebe 28
Least Sandpiper 2 Great Crested Flycatcher 60
Wilson's Snipe 2 Eastern Kingbird 13
Spotted Sandpiper 2 White-eyed Vireo 24
Solitary Sandpiper 25 Yellow-throated Vireo

Greater Yellowlegs 2 Blue-headed Vireo

Double-crested Cormorant 16 Warbling Vireo

Great Blue Heron 37 Red-eyed Vireo 74
Great Egret 1 Blue Jay 128
Green Heron 3 American Crow 229
Black Vulture 42 Fish Crow 70
Turkey Vulture 101 Common Raven 2
Osprey 15 Purple Martin 136
Bald Eagle 3 Tree Swallow 68
Cooper's Hawk 5 N Rough-winged Swallow 36
Red-shouldered Hawk 33 Cliff Swallow 8
Broad-winged Hawk 1 Barn Swallow 21




Carolina Chickadee

149

Tufted Titmouse 176
White-breasted Nuthatch 51
Brown-headed Nuthatch 31
House Wren 20
Carolina Wren 213
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 98
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 16
Golden-Crowned Kinglet 3
Eastern Bluebird 126
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Swainson's Thrush

Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush 16
American Robin 225
Gray Catbird 42
Brown Thrasher 40
Northern Mockingbird 121
European Starling 253
Cedar Waxwing 50
House Sparrow 19
House Finch 132
Purple Finch 3
American Goldfinch 166
Chipping sparrow 88
Field Sparrow 16
Dark-eyed Junco 4
White-throated Sparrow 163
Savannah Sparrow 9
Song Sparrow 95
Swamp Sparrow 2
Eastern Towhee 106

Total Individual Birds: 5,669

Total Species: 121

Yellow-breasted Chat 6
Bobolink 12
Eastern Meadowlark

Orchard Oriole

Baltimore Oriole

Red-winged Blackbird 37
Brown-headed Cowbird 69
Common Grackle 131
Ovenbird 16
Worm-eating Warbler 2
Louisiana Waterthrush 6
Northern Waterthrush 2
Black-and-white Warbler 25
Prothonotary Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler

Common Yellowthroat 42
Hooded Warbler 3
American Redstart 17
Cape May Warbler 12
Northern Parula 83
Blackburnian Warbler 1
Blackpoll Warbler 1
Black-throated Blue Warbler 22
Pine Warbler 57
Yellow-rumped Warbler 81
Yellow-throated Warbler 5
Prairie Warbler 5
Black-throated Green Warbler 1
Summer Tanager 8
Scarlet Tanager 9
Northern Cardinal 375
Blue Grosbeak 8
Indigo Bunting 38




