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The 2024 Greensboro Christmas Count was held on December 14th.  Weather was cold, with a low of 29 
and a high of 44, but otherwise pleasant, with cloudy to partly cloudy skies and light wind out of the 
northeast. 

The total species count was 87, which is a little below our average, and the total number of birds counted 
was 10,934, also a little below average.   The standout species of the count was Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
of which 3 were sighted by Matt Wangarin on Lake Townsend.  This European gull used to be a rare and 
exciting find on the coast, but in the last 20 years has been increasing its numbers and range along the 
eastern part of the US, so that now they are easily seen on our coast and are moving their winter territory 
further inland. 

Waterfowl were pretty well-represented, with 16 species including a Red-breasted Merganser and a 
count-week Redhead.  Double-crested Cormorants were here in large numbers again, something that has 
only been happening for the last 5 years. Missing was the elusive Wood Duck, which we have not found 
14 times in the last 50 years.  

The count might be more notable for the misses than the sightings. We had no American Coots, a bird 
that used to be here in double digits every year.  After at least 45 years of having them on every count, 
we’ve missed them in 4 out of the last 6 counts. 

Morgan Horner’s Baltimore Oriole showed up again for the count, and we had an average number of 
Meadowlarks, but others in the “Blackbird” cohort – Grackles, Red-winged Blackbirds, Cowbirds - were 
absent.   We had no Sharp-shinned Hawks, one of only 4 times in the last 50 years that we haven’t found 
one. We did have one Palm Warbler, a bird we’ve had 7 other times in 50 years. 

Our Bald Eagle population seems to be doing well – we had sightings of 10 eagles, a combination of adult 
and immature birds.  That’s the 2nd largest count since Bald Eagles first showed up on our count in 1993. 
And we had a very unusual sighting of an Osprey, only the 3rd time in 50 years. 

The full count results are below.  Many thanks to the following 51 birders who helped make the count 
possible:  

Patricia Balboni, Rick Bardolph, Frank Cashwell, Lori Combs, Scott Combs, Anna Craft, Angela Craven, 
Tom Craven, Jessica Craver, Doug DeNeve, Pam DeNeve, Dan Dery, Patty Dery, Jim Eldrett, Mary 
Grace Elsner, Tom Gaffney, Jim Gant, Lynne Gray, Susie Hodnett, Morgan Horner, Carol Jones, Asha 
Khopar, Todd Kilb, Clarence Mattocks, Linda Melendez Kilb, Christina Leslie, Elizabeth Link, Henry 
Link, Kim Luper,  Lynn Moseley, Phil Moseley, Roberta Newton, Lane Oldham, Sandy Post, Anne 
Presnell,  David Pretzsch, Judy Roy, Wallace Sills, Lou Skrabec, Ann Steighner, Linda Sumner, Emily 
Talbert, Ann Van Sant, Anita Vigorito, David Walters, Matt Wangerin, Stella Wear, Tom Wear, George 
Wheaton, Melissa Whitmire. 
 

 

  



Species Count

Common name Number 
Canada Goose 795 
Gadwall 19 
American Wigeon 1 
American Black Duck 1 
Mallard 291 
Northern Shoveler 75 
Northern Pintail 8 
Green-winged Teal 12 
Redhead CW 
Ring-necked Duck 194 
Lesser Scaup 4 
Bufflehead 99 
Hooded Merganser 337 
Red-breasted Merganser 1 
Ruddy Duck 108 
Pied-billed Grebe 20 
Horned Grebe 11 
Rock Pigeon 197 
Mourning Dove 146 
Killdeer 75 
Wilson's Snipe 2 
Bonaparte's Gull 120 
Ring-billed Gull 1532 
Herring Gull 6 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 3 
Common Loon CW 
Dble-crested Cormorant 869 
Great Egret CW 
Great Blue Heron 61 
Black Vulture 127 
Turkey Vulture 85 
Bald Eagle 10 
Osprey 1 
Cooper's Hawk 4 
Red-shouldered Hawk 40 
Red-tailed Hawk 10 
Great Horned Owl 1 
Barred Owl 2 
Belted Kingfisher 19 

Red-headed Woodpecker 22 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 112 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 44 
Downy Woodpecker 66 
Hairy Woodpecker 13 
Northern Flicker 8 
Pileated Woodpecker 18 
Eastern Phoebe 25 
American Kestrel 1 
Merlin 1 
Blue Jay 208 
American Crow 621 
Fish Crow 62 
Common Raven 7 
Carolina Chickadee 209 
Tufted Titmouse 182 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 
White-breasted Nuthatch 83 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 52 
Brown Creeper 20 
House Wren 1 
Winter Wren 13 
Carolina Wren 163 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 65 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 69 
Eastern Bluebird 273 
Hermit Thrush 39 
American Robin 287 
Brown Thrasher 18 
Northern Mockingbird 85 
European Starling 306 
House Sparrow 7 
Cedar Waxwing 27 
House Finch 125 
Purple Finch 11 
Pine Siskin 4 
American Goldfinch 208 
Palm Warbler 3 
Pine Warbler 6 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 79 



Eastern Towhee 69 
Chipping Sparrow 109 
Field Sparrow 26 
Savannah Sparrow 17 
Fox Sparrow 7 
Song Sparrow 132 
Swamp Sparrow 6 

White-throated Sparrow 854 
Dark-eyed Junco 621 
Northern Cardinal 234 
Eastern Meadowlark 30 
Baltimore Oriole 1 
Common Grackle  50 
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 

Total Individual Birds: 10,998 
Total Species: 90 
 
 


